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     In the end, Nature still wins.  
     We live, we often say, in the 
Anthropocene, in an era where people 
control nature at the level of a 
geological force. And I think it’s true. 
Beyond human impacts on the 
atmosphere, the water cycle, and all 
that, consider your own personal 
environment right now. The world, as 
you look around you, is almost 
entirely controlled by human beings. 
We spend our days indoors, staring at 
glowing rectangles, in temperatures in 
the high 60s. When we go outside, the 
plants we see around us are planted 
and maintained by other people. It 
takes a real effort to reach a spot 
where the world around us is more or 
less natural.  
The Fierce Green Fire 
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program 
Volume 6, Issue 15 
Mother Nature Strikes Again by Dr. Peter Brewitt 
Stop by the Great Oaks 
Hall in Milliken Science 
to view the photographic 
work of biologist Phil 
Wilkinson and poetry by 
Libby Bernadine. This 
exhibit will be displayed 
until mid-March with a 
March 1st reception to 
meet and share stories 
with the artists. 
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     And yet we saw this week that 
nature controls us still. A certain 
combination of precipitation and 
temperature, and South Carolina 
shuts down. At the same time, we’d 
hoped and planned to welcome Carl 
Safina to Wofford, but his first flight 
was canceled and his second had to 
turn around in the air. Our 
technology could not overcome the 
weather. And really, what the 
Anthropocene is, is people trying to 
channel and work through nature, 
and while we’ve done amazing 
things, in the end, nature is stronger. 
We must not forget it. 
Carl Safina’s visit is rescheduled for 
March 31. Details coming soon!  
Professor Lane, 
Dr. Brewitt, and 
ENVS Senior 
Seminar students 
spend some time 
pondering at 
Glendale Shoals. 
Wintry view 
of the Carolyn 
Converse 
Garden and 
the Aldo shack 
at the Goodall 
Center 
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  Upcoming Events and Opportunities 
PROFILE OF THE WEEK: 
Tulane University – Environmental Law 
1
     Tulane Law School offers six certificates of 
specialization, which includes environmental law. It 
is the 12th oldest law school in the nation and was 
established in 1847.    
     In addition to the law program, The 
Environmental Law Society (ELS) is one of the 
oldest and most active environmental law volunteer 
student groups in the nation.   ELS provides a 
diverse forum for environmental activists, 
connecting law students with the local, statewide, 
and nationwide environmental communities.  The 
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Society hosts an annual Tulane Law School Summit 
on Environmental Law and Policy, a nationwide and 
entirely student-run public interest conference that 
discusses the day's most pressing environmental 
concerns.  
    Additionally, ELS presents and sponsors diverse 
speakers, organizes campus-renowned hiking, 
camping, canoeing, and bicycle trips and 
maintains the law school’s recycling program.  
Visit http://www.law.tulane.edu/tlsabout/index.aspx for 
more information on this program. 
  
 
Ongoing    The Grassroots Jobsource at Orion Magazine connects the green leaders of tomorrow 
with good work today.  Visit http://jobs.orionmagazine.org/ for job postings. 
March 1st     
5:30pm-6:30pm   
Reception and discussion for “The Beauty of the Natural World in Pictures and Words”: 
Photographic works of biologist Phil Wilkinson and the poems of Libby Bernadine are 
now on display in the Great Oaks Hall through mid-March. Both artists will be on 
hand at the March 1st reception to share stories and answer questions.  Following this 
Wilkinson will be in Milliken 121 to discuss his fieldwork and research on the 
reproductive biology of alligators as well as introduce exciting opportunities for 
students to participate in similar research around the South Carolina coast. 
February 26th  
 
Application Deadline - Biosphere 2 Summer Program:  The University of Arizona will 
hold a 10-week research experience for undergraduates (June 6-August 12, 2016) in 
environmental and Earth system sciences.  Stipend, lodging, food allowance, and 
travel to/from Tucson, AZ provided for participants.  For more information and how 
to apply visit: http://biosphere2.org/education/research-experiences-for-
undergraduates  
March 12th   
9:30am-3:30pm 
Adopt-A-Stream Biological Training Workshop: This workshop will focus on collection 
techniques for both rocky or muddy bottom streams and macro invertebrate 
identification.  Location: USC-Upstate Watershed Ecology Center.  To register for this 
free workshop, contact Beth Button, BBUTTON@uscupstate.edu. 
February 27th  
9:30am-3:30pm   
Adopt-A-Stream Chemical & Bacterial Training Workshop: The Chemical Monitoring 
workshop is designed to teach volunteers about basic stream water chemistry and how 
to conduct the chemical tests using hand-held field equipment. The Bacterial 
Monitoring Workshop will teach volunteers how to monitor E. coli levels in their 
adopted waterway.  Location: USC-Upstate Watershed Ecology Center.  To register 
for this free workshop, contact Beth Button, BBUTTON@uscupstate.edu.  
